
Our Mission: 

At SOSS, we inspire and  

support individuals to  

develop their full potential 

and to demonstrate a  

respectful, responsible  

commitment to  

community and society. 

The age-old adage that the 
only thing that remains con-
stant in life is change, certain-
ly applies to the current situa-
tion at SOSS.  As we prepare 
for up to 230 new students 
and many staff next year from 
Osoyoos Secondary, the 
daunting challenge of combin-
ing two very good high schools 
into one great school, is being 
accepted by staff and students 
from both campuses.  Staff are 
recognizing the importance of 
moving forward and creating a 
positive climate for all in order 
to reduce anxiety and create 
optimism and energy.  Many 
of our best suggestions and 
ideas around this transition 
process are coming from the 
grass roots.  We realize that a 
new culture is about to 
emerge at SOSS that combines 
some of the best practices 
from both schools along with 
the establishment of new 
standards.  As much as this is 
a challenge, it is also exciting 
and invigorating. 
 

Yesterday Alison Podmorow 
and Rod Kitt brought the SOSS 
Link Crew students to OSS to 
meet with their Leadership 
students.  These two groups 
realized they had many connec-
tions and put forth several ex-
cellent suggestions on moving 
the process forward.  Lots of 
laughs, beginnings of new rela-
tionships, and general excite-
ment was evident throughout 
the day.    
 
Congratulations to the cast and 
crew of Footloose who put on 
four amazing performances at 
the Venables Theatre.  It never 
ceases to amaze me the 
amount of energy, talent, and 
hard work we see from our 
students who put on these pro-
ductions.  What a great exam-
ple of project based learning.  A 
huge thank you to Mrs. Pod-
morrow and all the staff who 
put in so many volunteer hours 
working with our students to 
help make this show successful. 
 

Term 3 report cards were 
sent home last week.  If you 
didn’t receive these reports, 
contact our office and we can 
reprint a copy for you.  These 
reports are a good snapshot 
of student achievement in 
their courses at the mid-way 
mark.  Please encourage your 
son or daughter to make a 
strong effort for these next six 
weeks before exams begin.   
 
Enjoy the amazing weather 

we are having in the South 

Okanagan and be sure to take 

note of the SOSS dress code 

published in this newsletter.  

SOSS is a professional and 

public environment so please 

use good judgement choosing 

the attire you wear to school. 

-M. Toneatto 
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Did you know… 

 

The month of May is 

named for the Greek 

goddess Maia, she 

was the goddess of 

fertility 

 

May 11  Grad fees are due 

May 12  Digital Literacy presentation- , 10:30am, Venables Theatre 

May 12  Digital Literacy for parents, 7:00pm, Venables Theatre 

May 14  Prom, Watermark Osoyoos 

May 16  Professional Development Day– school closed 

May 18  Grad Parent Meeting, 7:00pm, Library 

May  25-26 Music/Drama trip to Vancouver 

June 14  Grad Dinner, 5:30pm, Atrium &  

  Scholarship & Bursary night, 7:00pm, Venables Theatre 

June 22-28 Exam Week 

June 24  Grad Commencement Ceremony, 7:00 pm, Main Gym 

Important Dates to Remember 

 

Reminder! 

Parents please use 

Gala Street to drop 

off and pick up stu-

dents.  

For safety reasons, 

the bus lane and 

parking lots are for 

staff and students 

only. 

What’s Happening at SOSS 

Extra Curricular 
Spring Volleyball– Ms. Ibaraki 
& Mr. Podmorow,  

Thursdays @ 3pm 

Writing Club– Mr. McKinnon 

 -Tuesdays at lunch 

Art Club– Mrs. McVicar, Tues @ 
3pm & Thurs @ lunch 

  

Photography – Mrs. McVicar, 
Friday @ lunch 
 

Graduates of 2016 

Grad 2016 is fast approaching! Mark your calendars for these important dates: 

 May 11th– Grad fees are due, please pay Ms. Jones 

 May 18th– Grad parent meeting, 7pm in the library 

 June 14th– Scholarship & Bursary night & Grad Dinner 

 June 24th– Grad Ceremony, 7:00pm 
 
 

Heads up to parents of Grade 11 students! We will  require volunteers to help with our Schol-
arship & Bursary night. More details will come as we get closer to the date. 
 

Many thanks to all of you who supported our grads this year in all of their fundraising endeav-
ors.  These fundraising opportunities allow grads to earn credits to help offset their  grad fees. 
Keep bringing in your Buy Low til tapes! These help earn credit for Buy Low groceries for grad 
events.  
 

Remember to keep an eye on our school website,  http://soss.sd53.bc.ca//home/ for daily an-
nouncements and the school calendar, and the Graduates page 
http://soss.sd53.bc.ca/graduates which has more specific information for Grad events, dates 
and scholarship/bursary information and deadlines. 
 

Be sure to let us know if your contact information changes, especially your email address. 
Much of our correspondence goes out via email.  

The Art Club are hosting some 
exciting workshops this 
month, and all students are 
invited to attend, from 3-4:30. 
May 10th– Tie Die 
May 17th– Dream Catcher 
May 24th– Terrariums 
To register, or for more infor-
mation, contact Mrs. McVicar 
at lmcvicar@sd53.bc.ca 
 

A small group of students 
from Social Justice 12 are 
fundraising for the SPCA. 
They are collecting donations 
of used blankets, towels, 
garbage bags, cat toys, ro-
dent supplies, Timothy hay, 
etc. Please help by dropping 
off useful supplies to the two 
bins at the front of the 
school. 

http://soss.sd53.bc.ca/home/
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“Coming together is a 

beginning; keeping 

together is progress; 

working together is 

success.” 

-Henry Ford 

SOSS is hosting a digital media presentation for parents on 
May 12 from 7:00pm-9:00pm in the Frank Venables Theatre. 
All parents of high school and elementary students in Oliver, 
Osoyoos and Okanagan Falls are invited to attend this free 
session which has been financially supported by the SOSS PAC. 
After hearing very positive feedback from Penticton schools 
last fall, we were easily encouraged to ensure this would be 
available for both students and parents of this district. For the 
full write-up on this event, see the information below. 
 
The last PAC meeting of the year will be Thursday, May 19th 
at 6:30 pm  
We cordially invite Osoyoos Secondary School parents, and 
parents of current grade 7 students at Osoyoos Elementary, 
Oliver Elementary, Tucelnuit Elementary and Okanagan Falls 
Elementary to attend. If you are unable to attend, we invite 
you to the first meeting of the 2016/17 school year. This Sep-
tember date will be announced as soon as possible. 

News from your PAC 

Digital Media Presentation 

 

Information on the Digital Media presentation on Thursday, May 12 from 
10:30-12:30. Parent presentation is Thursday, May 12 from 7:00-9:00pm. Both 
presentations are in the theatre.  
 

Our program is not just about Social Media and Internet Safety, it is also about digital literacy 
and the challenges surrounding privacy (our digital dossier), cyber-bullying, sexting and what 
students can do now to protect their digital footprint, so that their current on-line activities do 
not have a negative outcome on future college, university or job opportunities. 
 

To date, over 245,000 students (and growing) have heard our very unique message. 
~Administrators, students, educators and parents have all agreed that our presentation, com-
pared to others they have participated in, was top notch and a “must have” program for both Jr 
and Sr High School students. ~Please take a moment to visit our feedback page to have a read 
of some testimonials we have received: 
 

http://www.personalprotectionsystems.ca/feedback.html 
 

When it comes to Internet and Social Media Safety, we believe education is the first step in 
keeping our kids safer in this technology-driven world. ~Our presentation is designed to provide 
students with pro-active on-line “critical thinking” and “decision making” strategies that they 
can immediately put to good use. ~Knowledge and the understanding and application of that 
knowledge is power. ~Our presentation provides the knowledge and information, based upon 
academically peer reviewed research, that tweens, teens and young adults need to know to 
stay safe while participating in the on-line world. 
 

We encourage students to bring into the presentations their smartphones as we have them pull 
them out to adjust security setting during the session. ~We also like to encourage all counsel-
lors to attend if possible as it is always great for them to be there and hear the message as well 
because when we talk about the cyberbullying/sexting component, this “may” have an effect 
on any student dealing with (or even witnessing) situations surrounding these issues. 
 

http://www.personalprotectionsystems.ca/programs/internet-safety/internet-safety-
schools.html 

Congratulations to SOSS 
grade 11 student, Komal 
Dhaliwal who was nominat-
ed and elected as this year's 
Spirit of Oliver Youth Award 
winner. 

Youth Award 

http://www.personalprotectionsystems.ca/programs/internet-safety/internet-safety-schools.html
http://www.personalprotectionsystems.ca/programs/internet-safety/internet-safety-schools.html
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“A little perspective, 

like a little humour, 

goes a long way.” 

-Allen Klein 

Athletics  

Tennis 
The tennis team have been 
working hard on their skills 
with the help of coaches Dr. 
Brandt Leinor, Ms. Windley 
and Mrs. McIntyre. Partici-
pating this year are: Grace 
Neily, Jeevan Gill, Simi Gill, 
Jasleen Dhillon, Sumeet Sand-
hu, Gurjashan Karwasra, 
Harleen Dhillon, Harjeet Khai-
ra, Anmol Sidhu, Kendra 
Leinor, Aidan Cook and Komal 
Dhaliwal.  
Picture below in the back row 
are: Ms.Windley, Harleen 
Dhillon, Jasleen Dhillon, 
Anmol Sidhu, Harjeet Khaira, 
Dr. Brandt Lenior. Front row: 
Gurjashan Karwasra, Simi Gill 
& Jeevan Gill.  

Senior Girls Soccer 
The Senior Girls soccer season 
is in full swing...the Hornets 
have been competing hard 
against local rivals Maggie, 
Summerland, Keremeos, 
Princeton and Osoyoos.  SOSS 
has posted victories over 
Princeton and Summerland 
earlier this season.  The team 
is travelling to the annual Na-
kusp tournament on May 6 
and 7.  This tournament has 
produced positive results in 
the past and the players and 
coaches are looking forward 
to a successful weekend.  
Good luck Girls!! 

Golf 
The SOSS golf team has com-
pleted the portion of the 
schedule where all interested 
students get to play golf.  Stu-
dents played in tournaments 
around the South Okanagan 
and had a great time playing 
golf with new friends from 
different schools. 
The team has two events re-

maining, and both are being 

played at Fairview Mountain 

golf course.  The team will be 

hosting the South Zone play 

offs on Wednesday, May 11, 

then on Monday, May 16, we 

host the Okanagan Valley 

Championships.  Good luck as 

we head into the playoffs. 



Welcome Thunderbirds! 

mined. If you would like 
tickets you can purchase 
them at the office, from a 
senior boys basketball play-
er or through Mr. Basso. 
The cost for the games is 
$15.  We are hoping to sell 
out to this high flying game 
that will include the top 
ranked team in Canada.  
Mr. Basso has had the luxu-
ry of playing on the same 
teams as the Head Coach of 
UBC Kevin Hanson, and 
Spencer Mckay so he is 
looking forward to seeing 
his ex-teammates do well. 
Again, the game is on Satur-
day October 19th with the  

October 19th the UBC 
Thunderbirds Men’s basket-
ball team will play the 
Northern Idaho Cardinals in 
an exhibition game at SOSS. 
The game time is 8:00 pm. 
There will be a Sr. Boys bas-
ketball inter-squad game 
played at 6 pm. This is the 
first time that SOSS has 
hosted such a prestigious 
game, former Canadian 
National team player and 
alumni of SOSS  Spencer 
McKay , will be on the side-
lines as the Assistant coach 
of UBC. The Thunderbirds 
will be putting on a basket-
ball clinic the next day; 
times are still to be deter-

prelim game starting at 
6:00 pm and the tip off 
for the UBC vs N. Idaho 
set to start at 8:00pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Symbols for May are 

the emerald and lily 

of the valley.  

The zodiac signs are 

Taurus and Gemini. 
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“Respect yourself 

enough to walk away 

from anything that 

no longer serves you, 

grows you, or makes 

you happy.” 

-Robert Tew 

Below is an introduction to the WorkBC Parents Guide, which is available online at   
http://www.educationplanner.ca/_resources/WorkBC_ParentGuide.pdf 
 

The B.C. Government, in partnership with the Canada Career Information Partnership (CCIP), 
has developed the WorkBC Parents’ Guide — a regionalized guide to help parents support 
teens as they explore options and make decisions about their education and future career 
paths. The goal of this Guide is to provide you with practical ideas and resources to use with 
your son or daughter to help them make decisions about their career path. The Province is 
committed to making sure B.C. continues to be a wonderful place to live, and part of that 
commitment is ensuring that the youth of today are prepared for the opportunities of tomor-
row.  
 

The Province’s WorkBC Action Plan is essential to addressing the skills and labour shortages 
challenges in B.C., as well as ensuring the province’s workforce and economy continue to 
thrive. With a vibrant and growing economy, an aging workforce and a significant demand for 
skilled workers across all sectors of the economy, the talents and contributions of B.C.’s 
young people are needed more than ever before.  
 

The WorkBC Parents’ Guide is your tool to make sure your son or daughter has all the infor-
mation they need to make informed decisions about their future career and education op-
tions. By utilizing the ideas, resources and advice contained inside, you can work together to 
discover a career path that fits your teen. As your teen goes through secondary school, he or 
she will think about different careers.  
 

As a parent, you play an important role in this process — supporting your teen with encour-
agement and information as they continue their life and career journey. Helping them narrow 
down their choices can really help them with their decisions.  
Some of the questions teens may have are:  
» What is going on in the labour market?  
» Are the skilled trades right for me?  
» Which post-secondary schools should I apply to and how can I get grades that will get me 
there?  
» How do I find my career passion?  
 

You are in a position to help, and there are resources, techniques and information to help you 
be a coach and an ally. Keeping current is important With a bit of research you can find out 
which careers are growing and which ones are shrinking. Understanding what’s happening in 
the world of work can really help teens find a fit.  
 

Don’t forget to check out all the provincial and national resources available to you. What is a 
coach?  
» A coach IS a guide, a helper, a supporter, an encourager, a partner.  
» A coach is NOT an enforcer or a director.  
» Coaching is about being an ally, and helping guide youth toward realizing their own ideas, 
goals and decisions.  
» An ally is defined as “one in helpful association with another.” (Source: 
http://www.education.yahoo.com)  

http://www.educationplanner.ca/_resources/WorkBC_ParentGuide.pdf
http://www.educationplanner.ca/_resources/WorkBC_ParentGuide.pdf
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