
Our Mission: 

At SOSS, we inspire and  

support individuals to  

develop their full potential 

and to demonstrate a  

respectful, responsible  

commitment to  

community and society. 

Principal’s Message 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 

H om e  o f  t h e  H o r n e t s !  

S O U T H E R N  O K A N A G A N  S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L  

Southern Okanagan Secondary 
School 

6140 Gala Street 
PO Box 990 

Oliver, BC V0H 1T0 

Phone: 250.498.4931      
Fax: 250.498.6957 

http://soss.sd53.bc.ca/#/home/ 
Email: soss@sd53.bc.ca 

Sleigh bells are ringing and Christmas holidays are right around the corner.  Our Christmas Cha-
os presentation is again on track and as always should prove entertaining.   Our evening perfor-
mance is scheduled for Thursday,  December 17th, at 7:00 pm in the Frank Venables Theatre.  
This is open to all parents and family members.  On Friday, December 18th, there will be a show 
at 9:50 am for all students.  This annual event always seems to hold some surprises and memo-
rable moments. 
 

As fall sports have all finished at SOSS, our winter season is in full swing with four basketball 
teams up and running.  Thank you to all our volunteer coaches who have once again stepped 
up to provide great opportunities for our students in athletics. 
 

The SALTS meeting for students will be this Thursday, December 10th, at lunch in Ms. Ibaraki’s 
room.  For students looking for an amazing experience sailing a tall ship and gaining tremen-
dous leadership skills, this trip is for you.  See Ms. Ibaraki or Mr. Kitt for more details. 
 

We hosted our winter formal dance last Thursday in our school’s atrium.  Approximately 140 
students attended this well received event.  Students had an outstanding time and were ex-
tremely well behaved.  Thank you to all our staff chaperones who volunteered their time in 
order to make this event happen.  Way to go Mrs. Podmorow and the Link Crew for doing such 
a fantastic job with organizing this.   
 

On Monday, December 7th, almost 140 grade 10 and 11 students from our school were bussed 
to Kelowna to attend a career fair at Prospera Place.  Students had the opportunity to meet 
with representatives from a variety of careers and post-secondary educational institutions dur-
ing this time.  Talk with your son or daughter regarding their experience at this day to start the 
inquiry process on their future careers. 
 

Once again we are looking for student input in regards to their own learning and their social 
emotional wellness at school.   On Thursday, January 7th, we are hosting a student forum.  Fifty 
students, ten from each grade, will be randomly selected to participate in providing feedback 
on a variety of issues pertaining to their learning and their school environment.  Many of these 
questions will be guided from answers we received from a student connection survey that was 
administered last month.  From this forum we will also be seeking parent input into what their 
kids are learning at school and collect information on a number of topics from parents.  All this 
information will be used to help guide us in our own professional learning and things we need 
to focus on for our students.   
 

Our planning for second semester’s EPIC program is going well.  We still have a couple of open-
ings for any grade 9 or 10 student who is interested in experiencing a new approach to program 
delivery.  This land based, experiential program should prove to be extremely motivating for 
our students.  Please contact Mr. Baptiste for more information. 
 

We look forward to working with all of you in 2016.  Have a safe holiday season.  Merry Christ-
mas and Happy New Year! 
        -M. Toneatto 



 

Student Tutors 
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Did you know… 
 

Human Rights Day is 

celebrated annually 

across the world on 

December 10th.  

Important Dates to Remember 

December 10 EPIC Parent Meeting, 5:00pm, Library 
December 10 SafeTeen Workshops, Gr. 9 girls & boys 
December 11 SafeTeen Workshops, Gr.10 girls 
December 11 Grade 8 Rotation 4 begins 
December 17 Christmas Chaos Performance, 7:00pm, Venables Theatre 
December 18  Christmas Chaos for staff & students, 9:50am, Venables Theatre 
December 18 Last day of classes before Winter Break 
January 4 First day of classes after Winter Break 
 

Reminder! 

 

All visitors to the 

school must check in 

with the office upon 

arrival.  

A new student tutoring program 
is underway at SOSS. Senior 
students strong in their subject 
areas have been recruited to 
assist their peers or junior stu-
dents in coursework they may 
find challenging. If your 
son/daughter could benefit 
from a tutor, please contact 
Mrs. Nazaroff at Ext, 81811 or 
mnazaro@sd53.bc.ca.   

The yearbook project is a go! 
Thank you to all who have 
purchased one so far. If you 
missed out, you can still pay 
Ms. Jones $35 before winter 
break. The price in the new 
year will be $45. 
A Facebook group has been 
created to share photos and 
ideas. Search “2015/16 Year-
book” to join.   

Yearbook 

The 2015-16 school goals we are currently working on evolved from our inquiry questions. 
1. Increase Social Emotional Connections 

 Re-survey all students asking two big questions: 

 “Are there at least two adults in the school you feel would be supportive if you  

 needed to talk about a problem you were having?” 

 “Can you name two adults in the school who believe you can be successful in life?” 

 Enhance social/emotional connections between and amongst students and staff 

within and outside of classroom settings 

 Provide further opportunities for connections through extra-curricular involvement 

 Create more opportunities to develop school spirit 

 

2. Increase Student Academic Connections 

 Increase Project Based/Inquiry Learning opportunities 

 Utilize RTI approach to engage all learners 

 Provide further experiential learning opportunities through the introduction of the 

EPIC Program 

 Explore possibilities of having a school environmental sustainability program 

(enclosed school greenhouse) 

 

3. Improve Student Self-Regulation 

 Full implementation of Work Ethic Rubric for all students in all classes 

 Greater recognition for students excelling with work ethic and effort at our awards 

assembly 

 Increase self-regulation skills for students with developmental disabilities 

2015-16 School Goals 
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News from your PAC 

“Don’t be afraid to 

give up the good to 

go for the great.” 

- John D. Rockefeller 

Legion Poster Contest Winners 

Congratulations to the 
winners of the Legion 
Poster contest.  
 
Top row: Hailea Lysak, 
Rebekah Thomas, Aiden 
Cook, Christina Raposo, 
Jaden Alaric, Samantha 
Sampson, Ethan Larose, 
Komal Dhaliwal, Marlys-
se Trampf, Harleen Dhil-
lon. 
Front row: Shan Gill, 
Kelly-Lynn Methven, Kyra 
Burden, Caprice Brown, 
Glynne Hopkins. 

Next PAC meeting will be January 21st (no meeting in December) 
We would love to see interested parents and guardians out. Come to listen, 
get the inside scoop from administrators and hear from other parents. 
 
Recent spending decisions: 
October—$600.00 Athletics: for paint to line to fields. 
              -  $1500.00 Drama Department: towards the purchase of audio visual equipment. 
November - $750.00 for Missoula Theatre - to help with production costs. 
 
The website has been updated with minutes and the new PAC email. Go to Parents to find 
meeting dates, executive names, and previous meeting minutes. Contact us at soss-
pac@gmail.com 
 
We are still urgently seeking a replacement Treasurer for Paula Martins. Start now and have 
support while you learn! 

The school district is excited to announce that we are now offering Google Apps for Educa-
tion and Office 365 accounts for our students and staff.  What does this mean?  Students 
will be able to work from anywhere, on any device with no problems managing their ver-
sions of files. The workspace saves in real-time and allows collaborative work among stu-
dents and staff which makes group projects and teacher feedback seamless.   
 
Both Google Apps for Education and Office 365 provide word document, spreadsheet, and 
presentation creation tools. In addition to these tools Office 365 also offers 5 licenses for 
home use. This means that with an active account Office software is available for up to 5 
devices in your home including: desktop computers, laptops, tablets and phones.   
 
For access to either of these, Google Apps for Education or Office 365, students must have 
parental consent for use.  Following privacy laws parents must acknowledge the transfer of 
data to the United States as this is where the companies store their data.  Once students 
have permission forms returned to the school their accounts will be activated. Permission 
forms can be picked up in the library.  

GAFE/365 Platforms 

http://www.pirsl.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Poppy-Flower-3.jpg


 

Athletics Calendar 

 
December 3-5 Sr Boys Basketball, Okana-Qen Tournament, Main Gym 
December 9 Sr Boys vs George Eliot, 6:30, Main Gym 
December 10 Jr Boys vs Pen-Hi9 @ 4:00pm, Jr Girls @ 5:30pm, Main Gym 
December 15  Gr 8 Boys vs OSS, 4:00pm, Main Gym 
December 17 Jr Boys SD53 Stocking Stuffer Playday, Main Gym 
December 19 Alumni Game, 5:00pm, Main Gym 
January 6 Sr Boys vs Maggie, 6:30, Main Gym 
January 7 Jr Girls vs SESS @4:00pm, Jr Boys @5:30pm, Main Gym 
January 10-11 Jr Boys Sagebrush Shootout, Main Gym 
January 14 Jr Girls vs Princeton @ 4:00pm, Jr Boys @ 5:30pm, Main Gym 
January 21 Jr Boys vs Pen-Hi10 @ 4:00pm, Jr Girls @ 5:30pm, Main Gym 
January 26 Gr 8 Boys vs Princeton, 4:00pn, Main Gym 
January 27 Sr Boys vs Summerland, 6:30, Main Gym 
January 30 Jr Boys Okanagan Kootenay Challenge, Main Gym 
February 2 Gr 8 Boys vs McNicoll, 4:00pm, Main Gym 

“If you reveal your  

secrets to the wind, you 

should not blame the 

wind for revealing them 

to the trees.” 

-Khalil Gibran 
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Basketball 

Basketball season is underway, 
with league games starting last 
week and our own Sr. Boys 
home tournament being held 
over the weekend. This year, 
we have four teams competing: 
Grade 8 Boys– Mr. Baptiste 
Jr Boys– Mr. Wilson & Mr. 
Fuller 

Sr Boys– Kevin Chase, Sunny 
Buttar, Greet Gill 
Jr Girls– Ms. Frank, Ms. Ante, 
Mrs. McIntyre, Brenda van 
Drimmelen 
All home games are posted in 
the schedule below so come out 
and cheer on your Hornets. 
Good luck to all our teams this 
season!  



 

Welcome Thunderbirds! 

mined. If you would like 
tickets you can purchase 
them at the office, from a 
senior boys basketball play-
er or through Mr. Basso. 
The cost for the games is 
$15.  We are hoping to sell 
out to this high flying game 
that will include the top 
ranked team in Canada.  
Mr. Basso has had the luxu-
ry of playing on the same 
teams as the Head Coach of 
UBC Kevin Hanson, and 
Spencer Mckay so he is 
looking forward to seeing 
his ex-teammates do well. 
Again, the game is on Satur-
day October 19th with the  

October 19th the UBC 
Thunderbirds Men’s basket-
ball team will play the 
Northern Idaho Cardinals in 
an exhibition game at SOSS. 
The game time is 8:00 pm. 
There will be a Sr. Boys bas-
ketball inter-squad game 
played at 6 pm. This is the 
first time that SOSS has 
hosted such a prestigious 
game, former Canadian 
National team player and 
alumni of SOSS  Spencer 
McKay , will be on the side-
lines as the Assistant coach 
of UBC. The Thunderbirds 
will be putting on a basket-
ball clinic the next day; 
times are still to be deter-

prelim game starting at 
6:00 pm and the tip off 
for the UBC vs N. Idaho 
set to start at 8:00pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Life isn’t about finding 

yourself. Life is about  

creating yourself.” 

-George Bernard Shaw 

Missoula Children’s Theater 

Students from SOSS and Tuc-el 
Nuit Elementary once again had 
a blast with Missoula Childrens’ 
Theatre. This year’s perfor-
mance was Sleeping Beauty. At 
right are some SOSS cast mem-
bers: Bethany Smith, Jade Klaus, 
Freya Ware, Caitlyn Field, 
Kaylee Lesmeister, Gavin Buttar, 
Siobhan Detkavich, Elle Gus-
tavson-Rich, Melissa Gilbert, 
Rose Tite, Kendra Leinor. And in 
front: Ben Somerville, Tristan 
Duursma & Josiah Somerville. 

ACE IT/DUAL CREDIT 

Are you interested in FREE tuition to trades programs at college? 
Are you in grade 10 or 11 interested in getting a head start in trades? 

Take a look at ACE IT/ Dual Credit  
An ACE IT program is a program where students are working towards their certification in a 
trade governed by the ITA as they complete Level 1 Technical Training. 
The ACE IT program enables students to earn both high school graduation credits as well as 
credit for the first level of technical training, usually at Post Secondary while still in high 
school. 
Some students can enroll in a “Foundation” program, what used to be called “Pre-
Apprenticeship” program in order to get hired as an apprentice. Programs vary in length from 
24- 40 weeks.  
These programs take students with little or no experience and provide them with the skills 
necessary to get hired in their particular trade.  In addition, students receive Level 1 technical 
training as well as some work based training hours towards their apprenticeship. 
In a Dual credit program, students are enrolled in a Post-Secondary institution where they 
receive both credits from that institution as well as high school credits.  The only difference 
between ACEIT and Dual Credit is that Dual Credit programs are not trade programs where 
the student achieves Level 1 technical training. See Mr. Kitt for details 
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December Fun Facts: 
 

December 4th is  
International Hug Day 

December 10th is  
International Human  

Rights Day 

Study Tips from Learning Assistance 

First semester exams are right around the corner. Here are some ideas  to help you prepare . 
Part 2 will be published next month. 
 
20 Study Hacks for Exams– Part 1 of 2 
Based on https://www.examtime.com/blog/study-hacks/  
 
1. Walk Before An Exam 
It’s been proven that exercise can boost your memory and brain power. Research conducted 
by Dr. Chuck Hillman of the University of Illinois provides evidence that about 20 minutes ex-
ercise before an exam can improve performance 
2. Speak Out Loud Instead of Simply Reading 
Although this may make you look a little crazy, give it a go! You will be surprised how much 
more you can remember when you’ve said it out loud. Warning: Don’t try this in a crowded 
library! 
3. Reward Yourself With A Treat 
There are many ways to integrate a reward system into your study habits. Here’s a simple way 
to motivate yourself to study with Gummy Bears: put one at the end of each chunk of reading 
you need to do or each page of the text before reading. 
4. Teach What You Have Learned 
The best way to test if you really understand something is to try to teach it to someone else. If 
you can’t get anyone to listen to you explain the Pythagorean Theorem, why not teach a class 
of stuffed animals! 
5. Create Mental Associations 
The ability to make connections is not only an easier way to remember information, but it’s 
the fuel of creativity and intelligence. Steve Jobs famously said “Creativity is just connecting 
things. When you ask creative people how they did something, they feel a little guilty because 
they didn’t really do it, they just saw something”. Mind Maps are an easy way to connect ideas 
by creating a visual overview of different connections. There are plenty of examples out there 
if you aren’t already familiar with them. 
6. Draw Diagrams 
Drawing diagrams will help you to visualise information which would be hard to describe. This 
creates a visual memory in your mind which can be recalled in an exam. You may even be 
asked to draw or label diagrams such as the human heart in your exam so get practicing! 
7. Put Away the Distractions 
There is no such thing as multi-tasking. In spite of the popularity of saying, “Oh I’m multi-
tasking! Aren’t I amazing?” It is, in fact, a made-up word that actually refers to doing a poor 
job of two or more tasks. The human brain isn’t wired for this, so stop acting like it is. Numer-
ous experiments done on this all come to the same conclusion: we are built to perform one 
cognitive task at a time. The more we switch, the slower and less effective we become at any 
of them. 
8. Watch a Documentary on the Topic 
Documentaries are an entertaining way of compacting an entire story into a short timeframe. 
This will help you remember key details from a story plus you may even get extra credit for 
mentioning that you took the initiative and watched a film about the topic! 
9. Learn how to Google Search better: As confusing as this may sound, Google search “how 
to use Google better” and you’d be surprised how many tricks there actually are.  
10. Create Flashcards:  
The act of making them is as important as using them for review, as you are reinforcing new 
pathways for information in your brain through rewriting and repeated exposure to the mate-

https://www.examtime.com/blog/study-hacks/
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November Spirit Day 
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Fall Showcase &  

Recognition Assembly 
 

 

 
Clockwise, from right: Christina Raposo, Sarah Stanley, Lauren McGibbon, 
James Typusiak, Mackenzie Gale. 
In the band: Zackary Arnold, Mathew Pottinger, Connor Schulze-Baldwin, 
Mercedes Benz, Kendra Lenior, Jared Hartle, Kelan Harty. Back row: Chase 
Kowatsch, Sophia Graf, Jacob Gagnon. 
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Recognition of Fall Athletes 

Clockwise, from top left: Ms. Ibaraki with Kulbir Greval, volleyball. Mrs. Noftle with Kenzie Harrington, Tatum Bro-
gan, Rayleen Chyzzy, field hockey. Mr. Kitt with Andrew deVos and Bret Rollison, volleyball. Mr. Toneatto with 
Grace Neily, volleyball. Mr. Kitt with Aidan Kitt, volleyball. Tyson Marsel, volleyball.  



  
 EPIC Program 

 Parent  

 Information 

 Night  
  

 December 10th 2015 

 SOSS Library 

 5:00pm 

 

 

Do you find sitting in a classroom difficult and want to find a new way to 

learn? Come to our information night and learn about the new upcoming pro-

gram starting in the second semester. 

 

Who can JOIN? 

Any students in Grades 9 & 10 

 

The EPIC Program (Experiential Project-Based Indigenous Community) gives 

students an opportunity to learn through experience. Students will develop an 

understanding and make connections to learning from an indigenous per-

spective; learning on and from the land. Course content covered through the 

program will be Social Studies, PE, Information Technology and Woodwork. 

 

Excellence  Pride  Integrity  Community 



• SOSS ABORIGINALS • 

What’s going on... 

Osoyoos Indian Band Youth Programs 
Archery  

Monday’s 4:00-6:00 @ Oliver Cadet Hangar 
Meet at Youth Centre 3:30 

 

Ab.Ed Xmas Lunch Dec 16th 2015 in the 

Ab.Ed Room  

Come out for Indian Taco’s and fun games 

and a chance to win Prizes!! 

  

EPIC Program Parent 

Meeting 

Dec 10th  

SOSS Library 

5:00pm 

 



School District 53 will be taking a group of aboriginal students Grades 9-12  

from SOSS, SESS & OSS to the Indspire Youth Career Conference  

& Awards Ceremony February 11 & 12th 

 
 

We will also be taking students to Simon Fraser University, University of British  

Columbia and the BC institute of Technology to explore the campuses and the  

Aboriginal Programs & Services followed by an evening activity  

(Still to be determined and open for suggestions) 

School District 53 Aboriginal Programs  

Indspire Indigenous Youth Career Conference  

& University Tours Trip February 9-13th 2016 

Contact District Aboriginal Teacher Helen Gallagher 250-498-3415  

or the Aboriginal Support Workers at the highschools for further information.   

IMPORTANT Information Session  

Tuesday December 8th 6:00pm  

@ Osoyoos Secondary School Library 

for Parents & Students 


